
Parkinson’s on the VA 
Today, roughly 80,000 veterans residing with Parkinson’s disease obtain care and assistance from the 

usDepartment of Veterans Affairs (VA).VA Parkinson’s CentersIn 2001, the VA created six specialized 

centers known as the Parkinson’s Disease Research, Education, andClinical Centers (PADRECCs). 

 These Centers serve veterans affected by Parkinson’s illness by way of state-ofthe-art scientific care, 

schooling, analysis, and nationwide outreach. 

 The PADRECCs are staffed by movementdysfunction specialists, neurosurgeons, and different 

Parkinson’s illness specialists who help veterans with managingtheir illness. In 2006, the VA proposed to 

shut the PADRECCs. PAN instantly mobilized our powerfulnationwide grassroots network and secured 

the permanent institution of the PADRECCs.PADRECCs make a distinction by: 

Providing top-notch medical care. 
Conducting primary and clinical research in areas similar to deep brain stimulation, drug 

therapies,despair and different psychiatric problems, and non-motor fluctuations.Administering national 

outreach and education schemes for VA clinicians and veterans dwelling withParkinson’s disease. 

In order to serve veterans identified with Parkinson’s disease nationwide, the PADRECCs created 

theConsortium Centers, which supply specialised Parkinson’s disease and motion disorder specialty care 

toveterans who can't journey to a PADRECC. Currently, more than 50 Consortium centers work 

collaborativelywith the PADRECCs to ensure the highest degree of take care of all veterans. 

To find a center close to you and to be taught extra about getting care, 

visithttp://www.parkinsons.va.gov/Care.asp or call the PADRECC/Consortium Hotline at 1-800-949-1001 
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Disability Benefits for Veterans with Parkinson's Traumatic Brain Injury 
In December 2012, the VA issued a proposed rule to make it simpler for veterans to obtain well being 

care andcompensation for certain sicknesses, together with parkinsonism, dementia, and depression, 

which have been linkedto moderate to severe traumatic mind damage (TBI). PAN and lots of PAN 

advocates submitted comments inassist of the proposed rule. PAN will present more information when 

the proposal is finalized in April 2014. 



Agent OrangeIn 2010, the VA recognized Parkinson’s disease as related to exposure to Agent Orange or 

differentherbicides during army service in Vietnam.  

Veterans identified with Parkinson’s illness who served incountry or on the inland waterways of Vietnam 

between January 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975 are presumeduncovered to Agent Orange or other 

herbicides. 

This choice was based mostly on an Institute of Medicine report, "Veterans and Agent Orange: Update 

2008,"which said there was "suggestive but restricted proof that publicity to Agent Orange and other 

herbicidesused during the Vietnam War is related to an elevated probability of creating Parkinson’s 

illness."  

• PANworked carefully with the us Military Veterans with Parkinson’s, a bunch of army veterans 

with Parkinson’sillness, to ensure that our Vietnam veterans obtained the benefits they earned. 

• Veterans who develop Parkinson’s illness and have been exposed to Agent Orange or different 

herbicides throughoutarmy service wouldn't have to show a connection between their disease 

and navy service to be eligible toobtain VA disability compensation. 

 To be taught more, go to the Agent Orange Parkinson’s Disease website or namethe Special Health 

Issues Toll-Free Helpline at 1-800-749-8387.Military ExposuresIn addition to the work of the PADRECCs, 

the VA conducts or sponsors research research on veterans’ illnessesassociated to army exposures.  

Veterans could have been exposed to a spread of chemical, bodily, andenvironmental hazards during 

army service.  

PAN is actively monitoring the VA’s on-going work to higherunderstand chemical exposures and 

attainable service-connection to Parkinson’s illness.PAN also helps the Department of Defense’s 

Parkinson’s research program, which investigates tips on how to finestshield our troops from military 

exposures that may lead to the event of Parkinson’s illness. 


